St Elizabeth’s School Newsletter
Term 4 - Friday 11th November 2022

Principal News
2023 Foundation Transition
Yesterday we held our third transition session, where we
introduced our 2023 Foundation teaching staff.
Teaching Foundation next year will be:
Foundation MP - Mrs Rose-Ann Melenhorst & Mrs Christina
Paone
Foundation HZ - Mrs Delphine Hesse & Mrs Cleo Zabic
All four of our teachers are very experienced teachers,
who will bring a wealth of knowledge, love and
compassion to our students learning.
We can't wait to see this new team in action!
We are currently in the process of finalising the rest of our
staffing for the other year levels, which we hope to
announce in our next newsletter.

Staff news
It is with great sadness that at the end of this year we
farewell Mrs Kelly-Anne Donald from St Elizabeth's.
Kelly has been with us for the last 6 years, teaching in the
middle and senior school, as well as holding various
leadership positions in her time.
Kelly has brought much joy, love and compassion to all the
children she has taught over the years. Along with this she
has helped all her children achieve amazing success in
their learning, having high expectations and ensuring they
reach their full potential. We will never forget the class
chant of "KD for life".
As a leader and colleague, she has made many friendships
and been a great support personally and professionally to
many, always willing to help out and make us laugh.
As much as we will miss Kelly, we are all very excited on
this next chapter of Kelly's career, as it will be much closer
to her new home in the Yarra Valley. Our Lady's in
Ringwood are very lucky to be gaining such a wonderful
teacher and person to help their community flourish. We
wish Kelly all the best and hope she keeps in touch to let
us know how she is going. Good luck Mrs Donald!!

St E's Got Talent
Yesterday afternoon we were blessed to have our annual
St E's Got Talent show, where 10 acts performed a variety
of different performances.
We had a variety of performances ranging from dancing,
singing, gymnastics, to poetry reading, piano playing and a
Rubix cube extraordinaire!
Each act was unique, entertaining and showcased the
brilliant skills our students possess. It was a very hard to
pick a winner, but Miguel in 3/4C blew the judges and
audience away with his hip hop dancing. Congratulations
Miguel!
Looking forward to seeing some of these talented children
perform again for us next year!

Christmas Carols
Our annual Carols evening will be held on Tuesday 6th
December, where we will come together as a community
to celebrate the special season of Advent.
As this is a school event, ALL children are expected to
attend. As a Catholic school, this is an important time in
the liturgical calendar and therefore, attendance and
participation by all our students and their families is
required.
On the evening, each level will be singing two songs to
celebrate the Advent season. Families are invited to bring
along a picnic basket and blanket to enjoy and participate
in the festivities. On the night we will have a couple of food
trucks (pizza and swirly potato sticks) for families to
purchase something for dinner.

The students and teachers are looking forward to coming
together as a community to celebrate this special season
in the liturgical calendar.

School Fees
Last week families received a letter outlining an increase to
the school fees and levies in 2023. This letter outlined the
reason for the increase in the school fees to ensure that
the school is able to cover all its costs to ensure our
children receive the best possible Catholic education in our
area. Our aim is to always ensure that we are the most
affordable Catholic school in the area.

As of 2023, the Family Fee will be $1353.
The Student Levy will be:
Foundation to Year 2 - $630
Year 3/4 - $650 (includes camp $220)
Year 5/6 - $1090 (includes camp $420)
If at any time families are experiencing financial difficulty,
please do not hesitate to contact me so we can support
families to ensure that the debt does not accumulate and
become unmanageable.

School Fees agreement form
Families today will have received our annual School Fee
Agreement form. Upon enrolment at St Elizabeth’s, all
families have agreed to pay the annual school fees as a
condition of their enrolment.
Therefore, all families are required to complete a Fee
Agreement form that must be filled in and adhered to each
year so that families are in compliance with their

enrolment.
Even families who are already on a Direct Debit are
required to fill this in, as we need authorisation every year
to deduct the nominated amount each year.
This form needs to be signed by the parent and/or
guardian responsible for paying the fees and levies, along
with how they will be paid.
We strongly recommend families to engage in a direct
debit or credit card deduction (options 1 or 2), as this helps
families manage their financial commitment and ensures
that the account is settled within the required time.
Please choose ONE option and only return that page.
All 2023 school fees and student levies will be required to
be paid in full by 29th September 2023.
Tax invoices will be sent out in February stating the
amount owing for the year.

Last Day of school
The last official day of school for our Foundation to Year 5
students is Monday 19th of December, as set by the
Department of Education and MACS.
Our Year 6 students will finish Thursday 15th December at
their Graduation evening.
Our last day of formal classes will be Friday 16th
December, with Monday 19th of December being a clean
up and fun day.
As a school we support any families who choose to finish
their children up on the Friday, however school will be
open on Monday 19th December for those children who
need to attend.

Out of School Hours Care will operate before and after
school care on this Monday 19th December, and then be
open for full day care from Tuesday 20th December until
Friday 23rd December. Please make your booking with
Elarine.

Just a reminder that Friday 18th November is a School
Closure Day, where teachers will be engaged in
professional learning for 2023.
Out of School Hours Care is available for any families that
require supervision for their child. Please contact Elarine
to make a booking.

State election - Saturday 26th
November
For the state election this year, our school has been
nominated as a polling booth, so if this is your electorate
please come and vote at St Elizabeth's.

Important Dates
TERM 3
Friday 11th November - Remembrance Day
Tuesday 15th November - School Advisory Council @ 7.15pm
Friday 18th November - School Closure Day
Tuesday 22nd November - Cheese Toastie lunch
Thursday 24th November - 2023 Foundation Transition session 9-11am
Saturday 26th November - State election

Monday 28th November - F-6 swimming begins (all week)
Friday 2nd December - F-6 swimming ends
Sunday 4th December - Week 1 Advent
Tuesday 6th December - Christmas Carols @ 6pm
Thursday 8th December - Chinese Day
Sunday 11th December - Week 3 Advent
Tuesday 13th December - Reports sent home
Wednesday 14th December - Meet my new class @ 10am
Wednesday 14th December - End of Year Mass @ 11.50am
Wednesday 14th December - Year 6 Final Assembly @ 2pm
Thursday 15th December - Year 6 Graduation Mass
Sunday 18th December Week 3 Advent
Monday 19th December- Last day for F-Year 5 students
Tuesday 20th December - Staff last day

Education in Faith News
Remembrance Day
God our Father,
your Son Jesus gave up His life to free us from the
power of sin and death. He showed us that the greatest love is in giving up one’s life for others.
Today we remember those who fought and died for our freedom.
We ask you to bless and console them together with their families.
Help us to understand the sacrifices they made in leaving their loved ones to face the horrors of
war.
May we never forget their generosity.

May your Holy Spirit give us the courage to resist evil in all its forms and show us how to be
peacemakers through prayer and action, lest we forget those who fought, suffered, and died
that we may have the freedom and peace we enjoy today.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Learning and Teaching News
2023 Planning
On Friday the 18th of November our staff will engage in a
day of professional learning. These opportunities are
wonderful for our staff to come together and have deep
conversations around a range of topics. Building a shared
understanding and vision for how we move forward.
The focus of the day will be planning for 2023, where staff
will begin by looking at the curriculum for their respective
levels and roles, before looking at ways this can be
mapped out over the course of the year. This is to ensure
that their curriculum is covered in a rich and engaging
way.
Our aim by the end of the day is not to have units and
lessons planned, more so to know the direction we would
like to take in 2023. The more intricate details such as
lessons and units are designed using student data which
will be collected next year. It is like knowing what lies
ahead on the journey before experiencing the journey
itself and all that it has to offer.

Once the day is over we will continue working on planning
at different times before the end of the year, but rest
assured the teachers and staff are very capable at
switching their focus. Ensuring they still have their eye on
the groups of students they are working with currently,
and giving them their all before the year is over.

Student Data and
Assessment
Recently we mentioned that we had received our NAPLAN
results for this year. Overall we have preformed quite well
and are beginning to see the benefits of some of the
professional learning our school leaders have been guiding
staff in, to which we thank Lyn Dennett (Numeracy Leader)
and Kelly Donald (Literacy Leader) and the staff for
engaging with openness and curiosity. This has also been
validated with the results of the PAT Assessment
(Progressive Achievement Test) that we undertake
annually.
Our teachers have worked incredibly hard to ensure they
offer the best possible learning experience for their
students and it has been pleasing to see some of the
results that have come through. Combined with the efforts
of the students in the classroom, it makes for a great
recipe that creates the opportunity for success for all
involved.
Looking at the results that came through there were so
many individual success stories, and as these were being
looked at that sense of amazement and joy grew and grew.
Whilst being 'at standard' or 'above standard' has a nice
ring to it, seeing how many students made growth this
year was truly inspiring. Whilst students may not see their
individual results, I still encourage you to offer a

congratulations to them for all of their hard work this year.
It may just give them that little extra motivation to finish
the year strong.
Luke Farrelly
Teaching & Learning Leader

Child Safety News
Emergency Evacuation Drill Offsite
On Monday our school made their way down to the Tall
Slide Park on Bakers Road, to which some students
described the experience as 'a nice walk'. This was
sentiment to how calm the experience was, students all
responded quietly and quickly to the instructions from
their teachers and the various emergency
announcements.
The staff were wonderful in following their various duties
and roles that are described in our emergency planning
documents, giving us great confidence that if there ever
were to be an emergency, that things would run as
smoothly as possible.
We will continue to practise these procedures each term.
However there may be times where staff and students
may not know in the lead up. This allows us to revise a
range of situations and contexts. If this is ever the case, we
will debrief and let the staff and students know that it was
a drill after it has all been completed.

Cyber Safety - online gaming
Considering the position of this information, I can't help
but think I will sound like an old man, reminiscing on the
good old days and growing up in a world that allowed us to
ride bikes and play at the park...
That being said, the way children connect is different and
online gaming is part of this development. This is not
necessarily a bad thing. Providing that we have measures
in place to support them. Consider a visit to the park or
playground, would you let your child walk down,
unattended and play by themselves? Linking up with other
people they may not know, to play with, talk to and share
their thoughts and insights with.
This is no different to an online environment, connecting
online can be a safe, providing you have made some
considerations to:
who they are with, do they know them?
what platform are they using?
is the chat private or public?
where will they be playing? e.g. bedroom away from
supervision or in a common area of the house?
Whilst certain ages still have more considerations than
others, it is important to talk with your child and set up
these boundaries and supports with them. Not all children
will be ready for this and that is ok, no different than them
being ready to have a play date or go to the playground to
play with friends. But when the times comes, please
consider this information as we are aiming to set up safe
behaviors online.
Luke Farrelly
Deputy Principal
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Google Translator

Instantly translate this
newsletter to 100+ languages
With our Google Translation integration, all our families
can access the newsletter in ANY language. Simply scroll to
the bottom of the newsletter and click your language of
choice.
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