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Dear Parent/Guardians,
Can you believe it is already week 8?
Time sure does fly when you are having fun, and this is certainly what is
happening at our school.
I hope you all had the opportunity to relax and recharge over the long
weekend. It is always lovely to have an extra day to spend with family and
friends in activities that bring us joy. It was lovely this week to hear the many
stories from children of what they got up to.
Staff news
It is with great sadness that at the end of this term, we farewell Mr Dean
Andrew, our PE teacher. Dean has been at St Elizabeth’s for
nearly 18 years and has offered our children a rich and
amazing sports program. His love and passion for all
things sport and our children being involved in this is
evident in all that he does. Dean currently works 2.5
days with us and has been able to secure a full time
position at St Louis de Montfort’s in Aspendale, which
is much closer to home. Dean’s generous spirit will be
missed by all, along with his sense of fun. St Louis’ are
very lucky! We wish Dean all the best and hope he stays
in touch. This will be the only time I will say “Go the Tiges!!!”
Next term we welcome our new Chinese teacher Miss Elina Li. Elina comes
from Caulfield Grammar and will be teaching all our children from Foundation
to Year 6 Chinese. We welcome Elina to our community and look forward to
the many wonderful things she will bring to our school.
School Advisory Council
At the beginning of last year, all Melbourne Catholic schools were placed
under a new governing body called MACS – Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic
Schools. This came about from the Royal Commission in 2016 stating that
clergy were no longer able to be employers of schools, along with schools
being deemed as non for profit organisations, therefore requiring to have one
governing body instead of single employers.
During the last 12 months, there have been many governance changes, with
new protocols, procedures and polices put into place in all areas of school
life. One of the key suggestions by parishes and schools was that our parish
priests and parishes form a part of who Catholic schools are and should have
a part to play in the spiritual and faith formation of our students and families.
It was decided that the best way to do this was in an advisory capacity.

Term 1 Dates
March
Monday 21st March
Harmony Day
Friday 25th March
Feast of the Annunciation
Monday 28th March
Sausage sizzle lunch
PSG meetings
6.30pm FC Prayers in PJs
Tuesday 29th March
6.30pm FZ – Prayers in PJs
Wednesday 30th March
Year 5/6 Urban camp
Thursday 31st March
Year 5/6 Urban camp

April
Friday 1st April
Year 5/6 Urban camp
Sunday 3rd April
Daylight savings ends
Monday 4th April
School Photos
Wednesday 6th April
F-6 Athletic carnival
Year 3 Reconciliation
Friday 8th April
End Term One

Term 2 Dates
Friday 15th April
Good Friday
Sunday 17th April
Easter Sunday
Monday 25th April
ANZAC Day Public holiday

Tuesday 26th April

Term 2 begins

Under our new governance structure, all schools are now required to have a
School Advisory Council that has school, parish and parent representatives.
At St Elizabeth’s, there has always been a Parish Education Board, which filled this role, so for us the
transition will only be minor. For many other schools, this will be a new beginning.

On Wednesday, all families received a letter outlining the role of the School Advisory Council and asked for
any parents who may be interested to submit an expression of interest. I ask all parents to consider being a
part of the Council, as it is a great opportunity to hear, guide and shape our wonderful school. On Tuesday
29th March, we will be having our 2021 AGM, where we hope to announce all our new representatives and
their roles for 2022. It is only six meetings a year. If you have any further questions in regards to this, please
don’t hesitate to ask.
Year 5/6 Camp
On Wednesday 30th March our senior students, along with 8 staff will be heading off to camp. This year camp
will be an Urban Camp, meaning we will be staying in the city for 3 days/2 nights, exploring the wonderful city
of Melbourne. We will be visiting many famous landmarks and attractions, so our children can appreciate the
rich culture our city has to offer. This camp will be offered every second year, with the alternate year being
an adventure camp. We are all very excited!

Fundraising
Every year the school receives federal and state funding to pay for staff wages and help fund other programs
and initiatives within our school. For schools to receive this funding, they must demonstrate that they collect
private income as well. We collect this via school fees and fundraising activities.
Unfortunately due to COVID we haven’t been able to do a lot of the fundraising activities that we would like,
especially ones where parents can be involved. We hope to do this as of Term 2. In the next week or 2 we
will be sending home a form where parents can nominate how they can help in these fundraising activities.
We look forward to having many parents help in any way they can.
School Photos
This term we will be having school photos and they will be held on Monday 4th April.

On this day, students will need to wear their summer school uniform.
Which consists of the following:

Short/long sleeved polo

Shorts/tracksuit pants

Summer dress

Jacket/windcheater

White socks (ankle/crew, no logos visible)

Black leather school shoes
Your child on Wednesday brought home an order form which is labelled with their name, explaining how
much the photos were and how they can be ordered.
Sibling photos will be taken on the day. There are a number of sibling envelopes for ordering available at the
office if you require one.
The photographer has requested that sibling order forms are kept separate to avoid any confusion.
Orders can be made using the envelope provided or online through the www.schoolphotographer.com.au
website. Cash, credit or money order payments are accepted but please note the company will not accept
cheques. All envelopes are to be returned prior to or on the day to your child’s classroom teacher.

School Social media accounts
We invite all our families to FOLLOW our Facebook and Instagram pages where we are sharing many of the
wonderful stories about our children’s learning. This is a great platform to see the amazing things our little
school is thriving in!

Have a great week!
Christina Ferguson
Principal

Education in Faith
Lent is more frequently seen as a time of solemn
observance and preparation for the celebration of the
death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter.
From its start on Ash Wednesday until its conclusion
on Easter Sunday, Lent has been a traditional time for
fasting; giving something up or abstinence.
Just as we carefully prepare for events in our personal
lives, such as a wedding, or birthday; Lent invites us to
make our minds and hearts ready for remembering
Jesus’ life, death and body resurrection.
Pope Francis uses these powerful words to remind us
of how we can change for Lent. He reminds us to
have trust in God and not worry and this is especially
true during these turbulent times we live in.

Reconciliation and Eucharist Preparation
We are looking forward to working with families at the Reconciliation and Eucharist Workshop on Monday
21st March at 7pm for our Year 3 families.
The children will join in the activities and learn the meaning of the word ‘Sacrament’- a visible sign of an
invisible grace from God.
On Sunday 3rd April, the children will make their commitment to the Sacrament of Reconciliation by
attending Mass. They will participate through prayer and be welcomed into the Parish community.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Please keep our children in your prayers as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on
Wednesday 6th April. This Sacrament teaches the children about the love God has for us, his people, and
that God is always merciful.
Foundation 'Prayer in Pyjamas’
On Monday 28th March and Tuesday 29th March, our Foundation
students and parents are warmly invited to an evening we call ‘Prayers
in Pyjamas.’
This is one of St. Elizabeth’s school's most loved traditions where we
gather together to listen to God’s word through an interactive workshop.
We will explore prayer through song, art and written words.
Please fill out the form indicating your attendance on Operoo.

Feast of the Annunciation
We will celebrate this Feast day on Friday 25th March.
Our Foundation students and senior children will have the opportunity to celebrate Mass in the Church at
11:50am. This is not a Parish Mass so unfortunately we cannot invite parents at this stage. All other
classes will celebrate this important occasion with a classroom liturgy.

On this Feast day, we are reminded of how the angel Gabriel appeared to the
Virgin Mary to announce that she had been chosen to be the mother of
Our Lord. Mary set the example of listening to God’s will and trusting
his plan.
Lord Jesus Christ,
You became Incarnate as man in the womb of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
You, through whom the universe was created, began your
earthly course.
At the Annunciation of this miracle, Mary responded in faith:
"let it be done to me according to your word."
May we who are made new creatures by your grace, respond with such
faith,
Amen
Mrs Lorraine Walker
Religious Education Leader

Teaching and Learning
Term 1 Inquiry - Health

School Community

This term, each level has been exploring the Health curriculum, looking at ways that they can
develop and empower their own physical and social health. A component to this is how our body
changes and develops over time and levels have explored this through a Catholic lens as well as
what is age appropriate as guided by the Victorian Curriculum. No doubt, if not already, in the coming
weeks your child may come home with a question or two
for you and we have encouraged some questions to be
asked at home. This allows for valuable conversations
within your family unit, particularly around some sensitive
topics that we feel you are better suited to discuss. If your
child does not come home with questions, please do not
worry - some are ready to talk more and some may still
need a little more time.
Another component that was covered was who children
can go to if something happens that makes them feel
uncomfortable. Whilst this is broad in terms of what could
cause this feeling, it is invaluable that students know who
they can go to. This relates to our Child Safety Standards and students feeling empowered to share
and disclose things that in their eyes don’t feel right.

Term 2 Planning
This week our teachers worked alongside our curriculum leaders to unpack and plan the units of
work for Term 2. Each level had a day to work together and set up rich learning for the term ahead.
Teams focussed on the sequence of learning,
ensuring that students were given the opportunity to
build towards a learning goal and the potential for
achievement throughout and at the completion of the
unit.
Each level has taken the time to carefully curate the
curriculum that will be covered in order to make for a
meaningful learning experience. With the aim of
using this information to take action in some way,
shape or form. Students will take on an inquiry
approach through learning about certain areas (e.g.
Science), by learning skills and concepts. They then
use this information to take their learning further, by investigating and showing their learning in their
own way. Encouraging their voice to be valued and used as a

Luke Farrelly
Teaching and Learning Leader

Child Safety
Crossing the road
All families are expected to cross at the manned pedestrian crossing. It is NOT
acceptable for parents and children to be crossing in between cars near the two
minute drop off area. This is a disaster waiting to happen. Our school staff should also
not have to be reprimanding families when they do this. Please use the pedestrian
crossing at ALL times. It is there for a reason.

Illegal U turns
There are many families making illegal U turns in front of the school and in the school driveway. These families
are making reckless U turns in front of oncoming traffic, putting the lives of many in
danger. There are plenty of side streets and roundabouts for families to do these turns,
which lessens the danger to our community.
Due to this inappropriate and reckless behaviour, our school has now been deemed
as a HOT SPOT by the City of Greater Dandenong. Law enforcement officers will
regularly be in attendance handing out on the spot fines to those families not following
the road rules. This is disappointing that we have been highlighted as a hot spot.

Two minute drop off zone
Unfortunately there are quite a few families in our community who are not using the two
minute drop off zone correctly, causing a lot of angst and danger for our children.
This area is purely a DROP OFF zone and not a parking area. Parents CAN NOT leave
their car and escort their child to the gate or into school.
Parents may ONLY exit their car to help children get out their school bags.
No child should at ANY time be on the road, ONLY on the nature strip.
The two minute drop off rules:
 Cars drive in and stop their cars in the allocated bays
 Try and park as close to the top of the line as possible to keep the traffic flowing
 Children get out on the footpath side NOT the road
 Children should NOT be getting their bags out of the boot, but out of the back seat
 Families need to not cut other cars off when entering or exiting the drop off zone; cars MUST give
way to one another
I ask that families please OBEY these rules to ensure the safety of all, as recently we have had a few near
misses that could have led to serious injury or a fatality.

Communication of pick up
Over the last couple of weeks we have seen a rise in children being unsure of their pick up arrangements at
the end of the day. This has led to some children walking home unsupervised and causing stress for
parents/carers/friends when coming to pick up children and they are not at school.

I strongly encourage that parents and children plan and discuss:
- Who will be picking them up
- Where they will be picked up (working out a deisgnated pick spot)
- That if the parent is running late that the child is to just wait
- If the child is unsure to ALWAYS stay with the teacher on after school duty, who will look after them
and ring their parents
If at any point during the day there is a change to this plan, please ring the office and we always let your child
know of the new arrangements.
As a school community, all we ask is that EVERYONE follow the road rules to ensure the safety of others.
When people do the wrong thing, it leads to others having to be put into compromising positions to address
these errors, which is not fair.
If we all do our part, then this can be avoided.
Thank you for your support and understanding with this matter.

Student Wellbeing
School Community
Harmony Day - Monday 21st March
Our diversity makes Australia a great place to live.
Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a
day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia
home.
The message of Harmony Day is

Everyone Belongs
The Day aims to engage people to participate in their
community, respect cultural and religious diversity and
foster a sense of belonging for everyone.
On this day we ask children to wear something that
represents their cultural heritage. This can be their
national dress or colours from their country.
If children do not have anything from their cultural
heritage, they are encouraged to wear clothes that are
orange as this is the universal colour for HARMONY.
We ask each child to bring a gold coin donation so we can support Caritas and their Project
Compassion campaign during this season of Lent.
Lorraine Walker
Student Wellbeing Leader

Foundation News
School Community

Year 1/2 News

School Community

Year 3/4 News
School Community

\

Year 5/6 News
School Community

Literacy News

Numeracy News

Performing Arts News
School Community

Visual Arts News
It has been so wonderful meeting our new Foundation students for 2022. They have
settled in so beautiful in each Visual Arts lesson. I am so impressed with their fantastic
artistic skills!

School Community

So far this Term we have learnt all about lines, shapes and colours. We have explored
what a self-portrait is, and the students have each completed a self-portrait using different
shapes to create their body. We discussed the importance of facial features and their
correct placement.
We have also learned about the colours of the rainbow. We focused on Primary Colours
and how these can be mixed to create Secondary Colours.
Finally, we have explored the author Mo Willems and his story ‘Don’t let the Pigeon drive
the bus!’. Students did a wonderful job creating their very own Pigeon!

Mrs Ladson
Visual Arts Teacher

School Community
Dear Parents and Guardians
As we know, Easter is fast approaching.
We are holding an Easter raffle which will be
drawn on the last day of Term 1.
We are asking for your help with donations
towards the raffle e.g. Easter Eggs, Easter
Bunnies, Easter craft etc.
Donations can be sent with your child or left with Lisa at the school office.
Raffle tickets will be sent home shortly and we are asking that the purchased tickets
and money be returned to the school by Friday 1st April. These can either be
dropped off to Lisa at the office or given in by your child to their teacher.

The raffle will be drawn Thursday 7th April.
We thank you for your ongoing support!
All money raised, from our fundraisers this year, will go
towards the installation of the Dry River Bed in our Sensory
Garden.

A BIG thank you to our parent helpers: Dee,
Anna, Stef, Suzi and Desi who helped with
our Pizza lunch on Wednesday. Without your
help and support, it could not have happened.

Community News

Out of School Hours Care
Activities Monday 21st March to Friday 8th April
Monday

Paper Flowers, Button Creations

Tuesday

Autumn Crafts – Leaf Collage, Leaf Puppets, Leaf Prints

Wednesday

Animal Masks, Pencil and Stencil Art, Creation of Recycle Material

Thursday

Slime, Kinetic Sand Play, Origami Creations

Friday

Children’s’ Choice

Before School Care
Permanent: $13.50 /Casual $16.00 ~ 7am to 8:55am Monday to Friday during school term,
excluding all Victorian Public Holidays.
After School Care
Permanent: $14.50 /Casual $17.00 ~ 3:15pm to 6:15pm Monday to Friday during school term,
excluding all Victorian Public Holidays.
Vacation Care / Pupil Free Days
Per Day: $50.00
7am to 6:00pm Monday to Friday
Late Pick Up Fees: Per minute: $1.00
For enquires or further information, please contact Elarine on 0422 803 709 during session times.

