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Dear Parent/Guardians,
Welcome to Week 6!
It has been another great week of learning in our school, where our children
have been focusing on persistence and being resilient, especially when
things don’t happen straight away. We have
been learning a lot about having a Growth
Mindset; where the POWER OF YET has
been the key message: “I don’t know how to
do this YET but with continual practise and
perserverance I WILL be able to do it”. It has
been lovely to see many of our children
taking on this mindset and seeing
themsleves as positive and life long learners.
This week we saw our Year 6 school leaders receive their leadership badges.
Our Year 6 leaders are very excited about sharing their initiatives on how to
improve our school and provide great opportunities to provide for the
common good. We look forward to our students being great role models and
helping those in the local and global community.
This week we began having school tours for prospective 2023 Foundation
enrolments. It has been lovley to meet new families from our local community
and hearing about the wonderful stories of what they have heard about our
school from our families. Research has shown that this is the number one
marketing tool to boost school enrolments: word of mouth. Thank you to all
of you for sharing your experiences and we ask that you continue to do this,
especially to families who are looking for a school to send their child.

Term 1 Dates
March

Friday 11th March
School Closure Day
Monday 14th March
Labour Day Public Holiday
Friday 25th March
Feast of the Annunciation
Monday 28th March
PSG meetings
Tuesday 29th March
PSG meetings
Wednesday 30 March
Year 5/6 Urban camp
Thursday 31st March
Year 5/6 Urban camp

April
Friday 1st April
Year 5/6 Urban camp
Sunday 3rd April
Daylight savings ends
Friday 8th April
End Term One

Term 2 Dates
th

Friday 15 April
Farewell
Good Friday
It is with great sadness that at the end of this term we farewell one of our
beloved staff members, Mrs Trixie Martin. After 20+ years as a parent,
Sunday 17th April
Easter Sunday
parishioner and staff member, Trixie has decided it is time
to hang up the boots and enjoy the retired life. Trixie has
Monday 25th April
achieved and done so much in her time at St Elizabeth’s,
ANZAC Day Public holiday
helping many intiatives come to fruition and being the
Tuesday 26th April
silent and driving force behind many things that need to
Term 2 begins
happen within a school. Trixie will be greatly missed. Her
endless amount of knowledge, skills and willingness to
help are just to name a few. We wish Trixie all the best with her future endeavours,
enjoying travelling with her husband and spending more time with her grandchildren. We
will miss you Mrs Martin!

School Review
During the month of August, our school will be undergoing a school review to ensure we are compliant and
in line with the guidelines set out by the govenrment, as well as to reflect on our current School Improvement
Plan and set new goals. School reviews are conducted every four years by an external reviewer, where from

the review process and data collected from our students, parents and staff we set new directions for the next
four years. During the next few months we will share more about the review process and our new directions.
School Closure Day
On Friday 11th March we will be having our first School Closure day for the year.
On this day there will be no school for children, as staff will be engaging in
professioanl learning. The learning for the day will be centred around preparing
for our School Review. Out of School Care Hours program will be running. Please
contact Elarine to book a place.

School Photos
This term we will be having school photos and they will be held on Monday 4th April.
Students will need to wear their summer school uniform.
Which consists of the following:

Short sleeved polo

Shorts

Summer dress

Jacket

White socks (ankle/crew, no logos visible)

Black leather school shoes
More information on how to order photos and how to pay will be available in the next few weeks.
Have a great week!
Christina Ferguson
Principal

Education in Faith
Burning of the Palms
On Tuesday, the school gathered together (via Google Meet) to witness the burning of the palms. These
palms were from 2021 and were used on Palm Sunday. Thank you to Fr. Tad for continuing this great St.
Elizabeth's school tradition.
We then took the blessed ashes and used them for the Ash Wednesday Liturgy. Teachers led our
students in prayer and reflection. This sign of the cross using the ashes is a reminder that we “are dust and
to dust” we shall return.

Lent is a time of sacrifice. We choose to give up something
we like, as a way of remembering that Jesus gave up his
life for us. Lent is also a time of almsgiving and prayer.
We are called to give to those in need. We may offer our
time or money, talents or joys, love or hope. Lent gives us
the opportunity to change and grow spiritually.
Lent lasts for 40 days and is truly a time for us to grow
closer to God.

Our prayer tables will now display the colour ‘purple’ because the Bible
tells us that Pilate and his soldiers placed a purple robe on Jesus, just
before His crucifixion. Purple is also the colour linked to royalty and so it
celebrates Christ’s coming as a King.
Project Compassion
This week the season of Lent began with Ash Wednesday, which also
marks the beginning of the annual Caritas Australia Project Compassion
Appeal. Donations to Project Compassion allows Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid
and Development, to work with local communities around the world to end poverty, promote justice and
uphold dignity.
The theme of Project Compassion 2022 is ‘For All Future Generations’ and reminds us
that the good that we do today will extend and impact the lives of generations to come. It
invites us to make the world a better place by working together now and finding long-term
solutions to global issues.
We encourage you to put your compassion into action this Lent through your prayer,
fasting and almsgiving by supporting Project Compassion.
Each family will receive a Project Compassion box and/or a set of envelopes for their
donations or you can donate online via the Caritas Australia website at: lent.caritas.org.au
Friday 4th March is dedicated as the World Day of Prayer.

In these current times, may we take opportunities to pray for peace and
understanding in our world.

Mrs Lorraine Walker
Religious Education Leader

Teaching and Learning
Cyber Safety Update

School Community

This year we had planned to hold a Cyber Safety evening
as we have in years previous. Unfortunately, this will not
be able to go ahead this year due to a range of restrictions
still in place in Catholic Primary schools. We will aim to
hold this evening again in 2023. For our Year 3 families,
we will have an interactive questionnaire for you to complete that aligns with the Chromebook User
Agreement to ensure families have some of the up to date information around social media, online supervision
and having conversations around online activity.
Year 7 Transition
For our current Year 6 students, this year is an exciting time for many reasons. One being they are preparing
for their transition to secondary school. For those students attending Catholic schools, enrolment has already
taken place and places will have been accepted in October last year.
Those students who wish to enrol in a Government secondary school, enrolment forms are made available
at the beginning of Term 2. We will share an update via Skoolbag when these are available.
For our Year 5 students, the timeline has already begun. Key times to apply for a Catholic Secondary school
are:





28 January 2022 – Applications will open for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2024
19 August 2022 – Applications will close
21 October 2022 – Offers will be posted to prospective Year 7 applicants
11 November 2022 – Final date for parents/carers to accept an offer made by a school

Families wishing to enrol in Government Secondary schools for 2024 will have access to enrolment
documents in 2023.
If you have any questions, please call the school and we offer assistance.
Data Talks
Over the next two weeks our teachers will engage in data talks
looking over information that has been collected. This is a
combination of what was gathered at the beginning of the year
on our testing days as well as whole school data that shows
trends and patterns across our year levels. These
conversations provide a rich opportunity for professional
dialogue and discussion about what strategies and
approaches will work best for each student or group of
students.
These opportunities aim to give meaning for the assessment that students participate in. Ensuring these tools
are effective in maximising the impact they have on student learning. Our approach is not to simply keep
assessing, we continually refine what we do and why, to ensure it is purposefully for our students and their
learning.
Luke Farrelly
Teaching and Learning Leader

Student Wellbeing
We have begun the journey of exploring a Growth Mindset with our students and teaching them to use life

School Community

opportunities as a chance to grow.
What is a Growth mindset?

Dr. Carol Dweck identifies Growth mindset as an
approach to life, in which an individual believes that
their talents, intelligence, and abilities can be
developed further.
People with a growth mindset seek opportunities to
learn, gain new skills, and enhance their existing
skills.
When presented with a challenge, an individual with a
growth mindset doesn’t see it as a chance to fail, but
rather, as an opportunity to grow. They believe that hard work, and not luck or chance, can take them far in
life.
We will incorporate the foundations of a Growth Mindset into discussions in class.
We encourage you, as parents and primary educators, to talk to your children about adopting a positive
outlook on learning.
Please feel free to discuss the wellbeing of your child with any member on our staff.
Mrs. Walker
Student Wellbeing Leader

Child Safety
As part of our on-going measures to keep children in our school safe, our staff this week attended our
annual Mandatory Reporting briefing. They were invited to discuss the measures we have in place within
the education system to identify, support and minimise risk associated with areas that challenge the
wellbeing of a child.

This training forms part of our duty of care, obligation and mandated requirements as part of the
Child Safety Standards. It links to the following Child Safety Standards:



Child Safe Standard 1: Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety
Child Safe Standard 5: Procedures for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse

By having time dedicated to discussing this important area, we
ensure that all staff have a shared understanding of their role
and responsibilities. A crucial step towards creating a safe and
welcoming place for our students.

Year 1/2 News

School Community

Year 3/ 4 News
School Community

Year 5/ 6 News
School Community

Numeracy Intervention
After much testing and organising groups, Numeracy Intervention is up and running.
It was fantastic to begin working with the
students and listen to their excitement when
we played games to help practice various
skills. I still haven’t managed to beat any of
them! Maybe I need to keep practicing!
Every session begins with counting
forwards and backwards in the range your
child is working on. It might be numbers
between 10 and 30, 100—130 or 1000—
1300.

The next part of the lesson has a focus on addition and subtraction skills such as learning small and large
doubles or how to use our doubles to solve other
sums. For example, 6 + 6 or 7 + 7 can be used to
solve 6 + 7. I can think 6 + 6 = 12 and add one
more or think 7 + 7 = 14 take-away one.

The final part of each lesson might focus on Place Value where students
learn to add or subtract 1, 10 or 100 to any given number.

For older students it may involve learning how to add and subtract larger numbers, e.g. 45 + 67 or focus on
multiplication and division skills.
Whatever the focus is, it melts my heart when I see the look of confidence on students’ faces when they have
mastered a skill.

Lyn Dennett
Numeracy Intervention / Numeracy Leader

Physical Education
Hi all

School Community

In Term 1 our Foundation students will be starting their P.E. journey with a look at basic movement skills
such as running, jumping and dodging. We will also look at static balances, such as standing on one leg on
a balance beam with our eyes closed! We will also be introduced to throwing and catching a variety of
balls.
Our Year 1 and 2 students will also be participating in movement skills but at a more advanced level. We
will be running backwards, skipping, hopping and developing correct techniques. We will be balancing
using partners and throwing and catching a variety of different sized ball and objects.
Our Year 3, 4, 5 and 6's will be learning about the game of basketball. Our Year 3/4s will learn basic skills
such as dribbling, passing and catching in a sporting context. Our older students will get to further develop
existing skills and apply team strategies to their games.
Basketball is one of the most popular sports on the planet and
there are lots of opportunities in our community for children to
be involved in the game. Many of our students
already play for a club that trains one night a week and plays a
game usually on a weekend.
Inter-School sports for our 5/6s has already started. We have
played Resurrection PS away and Keysborough Gardens
Primary here at school. We had a practice in the first week
back so we could learn the rules and expectations of
representing our school. St. E's play hard and we play
fair. Let the games begin!
Also, in Term 1, our Intra-school Athletics Day will be held on Wednesday 6th April at Ross Reserve Noble
Park. It's a great day to get out and run, jump and throw to earn house points on a real athletics track. We
will keep everyone posted on the spectator situation as the event draws closer.

Yours in Sport
Dean Andrew
Sports Coordinator

School Community

Community

Out of School Hours Care
Fortnightly Activities beginning Monday 7th March
Monday

Marble and String Painting

Tuesday

Brown Paper Bag Puppets

Wednesday

Felt Creations

Thursday

Pipe Cleaners and Wool Creations

Friday

Sports and Movie

Before School Care
Permanent: $13.50 /Casual $16.00 ~ 7am to 8:55am Monday to Friday during school term, excluding all Victorian
Public Holidays.
After School Care
Permanent: $14.50 /Casual $17.00 ~ 3:15pm to 6:15pm Monday to Friday during school term, excluding all Victorian
Public Holidays.
Vacation Care / Pupil Free Days
Per Day: $50.00 7am to 6:00pm Monday to Friday
Late Pick Up Fees: Per minute: $1.00
For enquires or further information, please contact Elarine on 0422 803 709 during session times.
.

