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Dear Parent/Guardians,
Well we have survived Term 1 and achieved so much! This is the first time in
a long time that we have had an 11 week term. To our students, staff and
parents credit, we have all done an amazing job these last couple of weeks
to pull through, as the tiredness set.
This term we have been able to reconnect and engage with one another, as
well as get back into great learning routines. It has been pleasing to see our
relationships between teachers/students and students/students develop and
become stronger day by day. These are key to success in all aspects of our
lives.
Goodbye and Good luck
This week we farewelled Mrs Trixie Martin and Mr Dean Andrew. We thank
them for EVERYTHING they have contributed to the St E’s community during
their time. They will be dearly missed, but we wish them both the best of luck
in this next chapter of their lives, and we hope they know they are always
welcome back to visit at any time.

Term 1 Dates
April
Friday 8th April
End Term One
Friday 15th April
Good Friday
Sunday 17th April
Easter Sunday

Term 2 Dates
Monday 25th April
ANZAC Day Public holiday
Tuesday 26th April
Term 2 begins
Tuesday 3rd May
Mother’s Day Stall
Friday 6th May
Mother’s Day Morning Tea
Monday 9th May
School Photos

RAT Kits – Testing in Term 2
This week we received communication from the Victorian government that
families will be encouraged to continue for the first four weeks of next term
with the weekly testing on Tuesdays and Thursday that we have undertaken
this term.
This week families received RATs to see them through the school holidays
and on the first day back, families will receive the next kit. We will continue
next term asking families to test on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
School Advisory Council
This week we held our Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the School
Advisory Council. We reflected on the 2021 school year, farewelled some
members and welcomed in new members.
This group of staff, parents and parishioners work together to help guide and
advise the school on what is best for our students and their families. During
these meetings we have great discussions on how we can continue to make
provide opportunities for our students to help them achieve success.

Wednesday 18th May
Year 1/2 Good Shepherd evening
@ 6.30pm
Thursday 19th May
Year 6 Confirmation Family workshop
@ 7pm
Saturday 21st May
Year 3 First Eucharist Mass
@ 6:30pm
Sunday 22nd May
Year 3 First Eucharist Mass
@ 10:30am
Sunday 29th May
Year 3 First Eucharist Mass
@ 10.30am
Monday 30th May
School Closure Day

At our AGM, we farewelled our chairperson, Mr Remco Kleinman and staff representative Miss Jessica
Connolly. I would just like to thank Remco for all his work on the School Advisory Council the last 4 years in
his role as secretary and chairperson. He has been a great support for myself and provided great leadership
to the community. We wish him all the best. Thank you also to Miss Jessica Connolly who has been a staff
representative for the last two years. We thank Jessica for all her time and effort, especially during COVID,
being a reassuring voice that all was going well in the remote learning space.
Our 2022 School Advisory Council members are:











Christina Ferguson (Principal)
Father Tad Ziolowski (Parish Priest)
Luke Farrelly (Staff)
Kelly Donald (Staff)
John Cacic (Chairperson)
Ramona D’Souza (Secretary)
Kate Robinson (Parish representative)
Filomena Sepe (Parent representative)
Stefanie Grillo (Parent representative)
Benard Kibet (Parent representative)

We welcome these members to our School Advisory Council and have the faith and trust that they will be
amazing representatives of all in our school community.
Prayers in Pyjamas
Last week we held our first Junior faith formation evening which was the Foundation Prayers in Pyjamas. It
was lovely to see so many of our new and existing Foundation families join us for a night of prayer. We
engaged in prayer through, art, song and love. It was a great way as a faith filled community to connect
together with God.

Harmony Day
On the 21st March we celebrated Harmony Day, where we came together and celebrated who we are and
where we come from. It was a great opportunity to learn about each other’s cultures and celebrate this
beautiful multicultural community of ours.

Easter Raffle
Thank you to all our families who donated Easter eggs and gifts for our annual Easter Raffle. We were
fortunate enough to create 12 prizes. Our luck winners were:

1st prize: Neno 1/2E
2nd prize: Dom FZ
3rd prize: Giuseppe 3/4N
4th prize: Massimo 1/2M
5th prize: Albert FC
6th prize: Jude 1/2P
7th prize: Antonia 1/2E
8th prize: Gabby 1/2P
9th prize: Logan 5/6K
10th prize: Gabriella FC
11th prize: Ava 1/2P
12th prize: Luca 1/2P

Thank you for another great term, where your support and trust has been greatly appreciated and enabled
for our children to be happy and successful. We wish you all a Happy Easter and a restful break.
Take care,
Christina Ferguson
Principal

Education in Faith
Feast of the Annunciation
We celebrated the Feast of the Annunciation on Friday 25th
March. Our Foundation students, along with our senior children,
attended Mass whilst the children from Years 1,2,3,4 celebrated the
Liturgy in their classrooms.
The Gospel of Luke (1:26-38) tells us that Mary replied to the angel
and said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word."
Our children wrote prayers honouring Mary and produced some
beautiful artwork for display.
Here are some prayers written by our senior children:
Dear Mary
Protect us all with your love and kindness and give others hope in their dreams. Amen.
(Harris F)
Dear Mary,
Thank you for having Jesus. I am very grateful that you decided to give birth to the son of God. He has
done so much for us. Amen.
(Hannah J)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thank you to all the parents and Year 3 children who attended the Information evening.
It was lovely seeing students and parents at the Commitment Mass is on Sunday 3rd April.
My prayerful best wishes to all children who made their First Reconciliation at
St. Elizabeth’s Church on Wednesday 6th April.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross was held at school on Friday 8th April. Our Year 5/6 students reenacted the Stations of the Cross, making us ponder and reflect on the importance of this
part of the Catholic tradition in our lives.
This special liturgy reminds us of the passion of Our Lord on Good Friday, as we prepare
and wait in hope for the glorious resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday.
Caritas Australia—Project Compassion

Thank you to all our families for your generous donations. All the money raised will go to
support many communities throughout our world.

Mrs Lorraine Walker
Religious Education Leader

Teaching and Learning
NAPLAN
Next term our Year 3 and 5 students will participate in NAPLAN. This is a time
of many firsts for both groups as it will be the first time both groups of students
will participate in NAPLAN, as the last time the Year 5s could participate,
NAPLAN was cancelled due to the lockdown in 2020. The other first is that it
will be online and we have been practising using the platform this past week in
preparation for the assessment days.

School Community

The dates for NAPLAN will be over two weeks instead of one as it has in
previous years. With the NAPLAN test window being from 10th May - 20th May
2022. Our school will complete the assessments on the following days:





Tuesday 10th May Year 3 Writing (paper based) & Year 5 Writing (online)
Wednesday 11th May - Year 3 and 5 Reading
Thursday 12th May - Year 3 and 5 Language Conventions
Tuesday 17th May - Year 3 and 5 Numeracy

The other dates within that period of time will be used for catch up opportunities for things such as student
absences or technical difficulties.
As the students will use their Chromebook, it is important that these are charged each night to ensure there
is enough battery life to get them through the assessment. We also ask the students to bring in headphones

that can be plugged into their Chromebook as they will need these during some of the assessments. Please
bring these in next term labelled with their name if they don’t already have some at school. Unfortunately,
these cannot be Bluetooth headphones and must be those with the headphone jack.
Seesaw Portfolios
This week your child will have brought home the family login instructions for Seesaw that will enable you to
access your child's learning portfolio. After you've accessed the portfolio you will be able to either 'like' (by
pressing the heart) or 'comment' on their work. You will be able to view only your child's work.
The portfolio captures your child’s work in its purest sense. It is their work and the work
they are most proud of. Please take the time to look over it, ask your child questions
about it as this is the modern version of having their work up on the walls in the
classroom (which we still do by the way) and children are really excited to show mum
and dad what they have been working on.
Families will be given access to Seesaw from Tuesday 5th April - Tuesday 26th April. After this time, the
portfolios will be closed off from families and reopened once again at the end of Term 2. This cycle will
continue throughout the whole year and at the end of Term 4 you will have a great representation of the
progress your child has shown throughout the year.
Reflecting on Reconnecting in Term 1
Term 1 feels as if it has been like no other we have had in a while. It is
certainly the first term we have had in recent memory that has been largely
uninterrupted by remote learning and COVID based lockdowns. This truly
must be celebrated on all levels. For many students, teachers and even
parents this is likely to feel as if it were the first day of Foundation all over
again and the first end to a term all over again.
We need to take time now, pause and reflect on how our students have reconnected with school. What were
the successes, what are some of the things they may need help with and how can this be used in Term 2.
Some possible questions to ask or prompts to use are:
Draw some things you liked about being back at school

F-2

Draw or write about the person who helped you at school
Draw or write about what you are looking forward to when you return to school.
What were you most excited about being at school this term?

3-6

Who were the people who helped you most at school?
What are you looking forward to in Term 2?

These conversation starters may help you have conversations about school with your child, particularly seeing
it from their point of view. We certainly have enjoyed having them back at school, schools are a much more
vibrant place when they are filled with the laughter and joy of children.
Luke Farrelly
Teaching and Learning Leader

Child Safety
Anaphylaxis
As we are all well aware, the school lunchbox is a tricky place for parents to navigate each day. Trying to
balance healthy foods and food that your child will actually eat can present many headaches. This is no
different for our families who have children with allergies. Whilst they understand the ‘can’ and ‘can’t’ foods
for their child, they still consider the risk posed by what may be in another child’s lunchbox.
Our school certainly does not position itself to ban certain foods, however we ask parents to consider nut
based products when the majority of allergies emanate from here. Please do not feel that this is a ban on
peanut butter sandwiches, as we understand that some children will only eat these for lunch (I was one of
them at school!). Please feel free to continue sending these in if it is the only thing your child will consume as
we have a range of measures in the classroom to minimise this risk. They include:





Class discussions about what an allergy is
Washing hands before and after eating
Wiping down surfaces after eating
Children sitting separately within the classroom

A child will never get in trouble or be asked to leave the room if they bring in a food product that contains nuts
or other known allergens as this is not fair to them either. However, the before mentioned steps will be put in
place to ensure fairness and equity for all.

Student Wellbeing
Wellbeing Clubs

School Community

Art club has become quite popular and is
offered on Wednesday at lunch times.

Children enjoy the special activities provided
our art teacher Mrs. Ladson.

by

Another popular lunch time club is Performing Arts/Music.
The children have a chance to be creative, dress up and become
characters in plays.

Supporting Children through Difficult Times
Constant media coverage through television, radio
and the internet, while necessary, exposes children
and young people to disasters and traumatic events.
This may increase their anxiety and reduce their
sense of safety and wellbeing
One way adults can support their children who feel
affected by big world problems is to use this Poster
from the ‘Childhood Foundation.’
If at any time you feel your child needs extra
support, please don’t hesitate to contact your
classroom teacher or myself as Wellbeing Leader.

Lorraine Walker
Student Wellbeing Leader

Foundation News
School Community

Year 1/2 News

School Community

Year 3/ 4 News
School Community

Year 5/ 6 News
School Community

Literacy Intervention

Numeracy Intervention

Physical Education
On Wednesday the entire school travelled to Ross Reserve to the home of the Springvale Little
Athletics Club to compete in our Intra-school Athletics Carnival. The weather was perfect, the
equipment was all set up and the kids looked great decked out in their colours.

School Community

Our middle and senior students competed in high jump, long jump, discus, shot put, 100 m and
hurdle events as well as running a few novelty relay races (egg and spoon anyone?). We ran 4 x
100m relays in the middle block and, if there was any energy left, we also ran the 800m. I hope they
all slept well last night.
Our juniors competed in sprints and relays and had fun with obstacle courses, kanga sacks,
parachutes and other games. Thank you to those spectators up on the terrace who watched and
cheered all of our athletes along. The Foundation sprints were a highlight. After 18 years I still don't
know the answer on how to keep them in their lanes but if they are puffing when they run over the
finish line, I'm happy with that.
I want to thank the parents for their help on the day. To Tim Hatley-Smith for helping us with setting
up the heavy high jump equipment in the morning. A big thanks to Natalie, Chinh, Suzie, Olga,
Carla, Mirella, Natalie D and Suzie for escorting our younger athletes from activity to activity and
being so involved in the running of the event. Our teachers thank you very much and appreciate the
effort you put in.
Thank you Christine and Sylvia for running the scorer's desk for the entire day. They were busy
handing out ribbons and keeping the results in order which makes it much easier for when we select
our interschool athletics team for Term 3.
Deanna, what can we say?!? Thank you for taking those rascally 12 year old girls around the
complex for most of the day. All I saw were girls trying their best and just happy about being together
no matter the result. .
Thank you to those in the terraces who called in, even if it was only for a short time. The students
appreciate you being there and adding to the atmosphere of our event.
I cannot forget our wonderful staff. They kept the event ticking along beautifully but did it with the
professionalism of true track marshals. The event has integrity due to their efforts and this allows
our students to learn the importance and values of rules and playing fair.
Lastly, I'm not sure what you are all doing at home with these kids, but please keep it
going. Yesterday I saw athletes fall over, pick themselves up and keep on running. I saw many
handshakes and fist pumps after events no matter what the result was. I heard words of
encouragement to each other and "thank you’s” to our hard working teachers. I didn't hear
complaints and didn't see anyone giving up. They are a wonderful cohort of students. You're doing
a great job.
Yours in sport
Dean Andrew

CONGRATULATIONS
Blue House!

School Community

Community

Out of School Hours Care
Activities Monday28th March Friday 8th April
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Before School Care
Permanent: $13.50 /Casual $16.00 ~ 7am to 8:55am Monday to Friday during
school term, excluding all Victorian Public Holidays.
After School Care
Permanent: $14.50 /Casual $17.00 ~ 3:15pm to 6:15pm Monday to Friday during
school term, excluding all Victorian Public Holidays.
Vacation Care / Pupil Free Days
Per Day: $50.00 7am to 6:00pm Monday to Friday
Late Pick Up Fees: Per minute: $1.00
For enquires or further information, please contact Elarine on 0422 803 709 during
session times.

Bookings for the upcoming school holidays are open.
For more info contact your Elarine on: 0422 803 709 or visit YLV.COM.AU
Please provide your child with a healthy packed lunch, snacks for
morning/afternoon tea, and a refillable water bottle.
Please respect our Nut Free policy and ensure your child doesn’t bring money
to vacation care.
Sunscreen is supplied by YLV but if your child requires a certain sunscreen
please supply the service with it. Make sure children are sent with a broad
brimmed hat for outdoor play.

