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Dear Parent/Guardians,
Welcome to 2022!
What a start to the year it has been. We were all
hoping that this year we would have little COVID
disruption, however that hasn’t been the case. The
amazing thing about our community though, is that
this little hiccup hasn’t impacted the start of our year.
We have had another sensational start and that is all
we were hoping for.
It was wonderful to see everyone return on Tuesday with their big smiles, new
haircuts and wonderful stories of their summer adventures. The children were
buzzing and eager to share their stories of their summer adventures, and
excited to be back with their friends and new teachers. It has been wonderful
to hear each afternoon this week as the children leave for the day that they
are loving being back at school and enjoyed their day.
A BIG welcome to all our new Foundation students and their families. It was
fantastic to see our new friends carrying their bags and settling into life at St
Elizabeth’s. Even though it looked a bit different with the staggered starts, it
was still a memorable day, with lots of photos and a few tears (from our parents
of course!!!).
This year we have had some new families join our community. We welcome to
our school Tyler, Han and Jasmine. These three girls have already settled in
well and our students and staff have welcomed them with open arms.
We also welcome to our school returning and new staff members. Welcome
back to Mrs Delphine Hesse who is returning from parental leave. Delphine will
be teaching Foundation on Tuesdays and supporting the middle and senior
school on Fridays.
This year we welcome Miss Annabelle Neal, who be teaching 3/4N. Annabelle
is a graduate teacher who comes with lots of enthusiasm, passion and a gentle
and caring nature. It has been lovely to see the relationships already
blossoming with her students.
We also welcome Miss Joanna Liu who will be running the Tutor program
funded by the government for 2022 to support students who may have missed
some key learning during our remote learning period last year. This program
will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. Joanna is an experienced teacher who will
be a great asset to our school community.
We are currently in the process of employing a Chinese teacher to replace Miss
Chen. Once one has been appointed, we will let the community know.
I know that like the children, staff and myself, you will make all of the new
members of our community feel welcome.

Term 1 Dates
February
Tuesday 15th February
Goal setting meetings
3.30-8pm
Wednesday 16th February
Goal setting meetings
3.30-6pm

March
Wednesday 2nd March
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 9th March
Cybersafety Parent
Information evening
Monday 14th March
Labour Day Public Holiday
Friday 25th March
Feast of the Annunciation
Monday 28th March
PSG meetings
Tuesday 29th March
PSG meetings
Wednesday 30 March
Year 5/6 Urban camp
Thursday 31st March
Year 5/6 Urban camp

April
Friday 1st April
Year 5/6 Urban camp
Sunday 3rd April
Daylight savings ends
Friday 8th April
End Term One

Term 2 Dates
Friday 15th April
Good Friday
Sunday 17th April
Easter Sunday
Monday 25th April
ANZAC Day Public holiday
Tuesday 26th April
Term 2 begins

Welcome back to all our staff and a BIG thank you to all our staff who helped make the beginning of the
school year start so smoothly. Our testing day enabled our staff to meet each child before the first day and
have some quality time together, building a solid relationship and helping each child to settle into the
classroom.
This year I look forward to seeing our Year 6 students thrive in their leadership roles and be great role models
for our school community, bringing our school vision to life. I hope that they will have many opportunities to
grow and show their leadership skills, guiding all in our school. Hopefully once the restrictions have eased
and we are allowed to assemble as a whole school we can present these leaders with their leadership badges,
COVID-19 update
Thank you to our school community for your continued support and understanding in helping us manage our
requirements to be COVID safe.
Rapid Antigen Testing
Rapid antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary school students.
The recommendation for primary school staff and students is to be tested twice weekly on school days only.
As school we recommend that families test their child on Tuesdays and Thursdays or if their child shows
any symptoms.
Tests will be provided in packs of five individual tests per student.
Second testing kits will be available between 7th – 11th February. Families will be notified of collection times
and dates as soon as they arrive.

What do I do if my child tests POSITIVE?
 Parents are required to report positive test results to:
o Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the
coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
o St Elizabeth’s school - principal@sedandenongnth.catholic.edu.au or 9795 5258 on the day
they receive the positive test.
o


Positive cases will be required to quarantine at home for 7 days and cannot attend school until
Day 8 if they are well enough to return.

What do I do if my child is a close household contact?
 Where a student is a household contact of a positive case (that is, they have spent more than four
hours with someone who has COVID-19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must
inform the school and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period


The school will organise a hard copy learning pack for this time. There will be no remote learning
available.

Parent access to the school
Parents onsite
To reduce the risk of transmission, parents unfortunately will have limited access to the school for the first
four weeks, which is not ideal considering many like to come see their child’s classroom and meet their
child’s teacher.
As we did at the end of last year, parents will only be allowed onsite at the end of the school day.
Parents unfortunately will have limited access inside school buildings.
The only time parents will be allowed into buildings is if they need to attend the school office or have an
important meeting with a staff member that cannot be done remotely. These parents will have to be fully

vaccinated, to attend these meetings. This includes having the third vaccine by 25th February. Vaccination
will need to be sighted upon entry to the school.
Parents are able to contact their child’s teacher by:
 Talking to them at the end of the day at pick up time (outside)
 Phone call
 Email
In week 4, we will be having our annual Goal Setting meetings. This will be done online via the Whereby
platform. More details on booking this will be sent out closer to the date.
Morning Drop off Procedures
 Both school gates will open at 8.35am, which will be supervised by 2 teachers
 ONLY children will be allowed to enter - No parents or cars will be allowed onsite
 ALL children should arrive by 8.45am to be on time for their learning day
Pick up Procedures
There will be two dismissal times to ease the congestion of families leaving the school grounds






A-K surname families will be dismissed at 3.05pm from the BASKETBALL COURTS
L-Z surname families will be dismissed at 3.15pm from the BASKETBALL COURTS
Parents MAY come onsite to their designated pick up area to collect their child
Parents adhere to the 1.5m social distance protocol
Children MUST be collected from their designated area of the basketball courts and leave the
school grounds as quickly as possible, using the closest possible exit gate

If your child is in Year 3-6 and is able to make their own way out of the school grounds without
being collected by a parent, this would be greatly appreciated. Please organise a designated pickup
spot outside the school that you are both familiar with.
Student illness
If your child has a sore throat, runny nose, is coughing or sneezing they CAN NOT come to school.
They are required to stay at home until they are better.
Any child who shows these symptoms at school will be asked to be collected immediately.
Stay home when unwell and test
The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19
is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest
symptoms.
Everyone should consider their health before they start work or attend school.
Communication
Emails
Email is a wonderful tool of communication that we encourage our families to use when contacting staff in
regards to any concerns or questions parents may have.
Staff are vigilant in checking and responding to emails, between their teaching duties and personal
commitments between the hours of 8am-6pm. Staff endeavour to respond to emails within a 48 hour period.
If the matter is of an urgent nature, we recommend that you ring the school to make an appointment to speak
to the teacher personally.
Skoolbag App
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App
SKOOLBAG.
The App contains many handy features and is being used as another form of communication
between school and home – it is a portal for notifying absences, extended leave, medication
forms, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our school community.

You can find instructions on how to download SKOOLBAG on our school website under ‘Information’.
Operoo
Operoo is the secure online platform that St Elizabeth's uses to obtain
important information and permission on each of our students that is
required when attending an excursion.
It is important that each time parents receive an email or notification from Operoo that they attend to it as
soon as possible to ensure that their child does not miss out on an important learning experience. We ask
that each time parents are requested to sign a permission form, that they quickly check that ALL details
on their child’s profile is up to date and correct.
ALL families are required to update/check that the following details are up to date:





Parent contact details (must list both parents, where appropriate)
Emergency contact details (must list two emergency contacts)
Medical conditions
Asthma, anaphylaxis or allergic reaction plans are current and uploaded onto child’s profile as an
attachment

Uniform
It is important that all children wear the correct school uniform. As I express to the children regularly, our
uniform signifies who we are and that we should take pride when wearing it, so wearing the correct uniform
is important.
Children are required to wear the following:
Summer Uniform
Boys








Girls
royal blue monogrammed polo shirt (long or short
sleeved
maroon monogrammed track pants
maroon monogrammed shorts
white non-branded socks
maroon monogrammed windcheater or jacket
school hat










school dress (optional)
royal blue monogrammed polo shirt (long or short
sleeved)
maroon monogrammed track pants
maroon monogrammed shorts
white non-branded socks
maroon monogrammed windcheater or jacket
school hat

Footwear
Black leather school shoes - these maybe T-bar, buckle shoes, formal dress style shoe, black runner school shoe or black
leather boots cut low to the level of the ankle bone.
Students are NOT permitted to wear black runners that have white or any other colour on them as their school shoes.

School Bags
Monogrammed school bag is compulsory.
Sports Uniform
Boys






Girls

school house colour top (Year 5/6s may wear their
inter school sport top)
maroon monogrammed shorts or maroon
monogrammed track pants
white non-branded socks
school hat in Terms 1 & 4







school house colour top (Year 5/6s may wear their
inter school sport top)
maroon monogrammed shorts or maroon
monogrammed track pants
white non-branded socks
school hat in Terms 1 & 4

Footwear
Runners for PE may be any colour shoe.

Thank you for your support and vigilance with ensuring your child is wearing the correct uniform.
If at any time parents have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Luke Farrelly, our Deputy
Principal. Our door is always open.
Have a great week!
Christina Ferguson
Principal

St Elizabeth’s Staff - 2022
Principal
Deputy Principal

Christina Ferguson
Luke Farrelly

Foundation C
Foundation Z

Sherika Coelho
Hollie Zacharissen and Louisa Chalk

1/2E
1/2M
1/2P

Gayanji Egan and Cecile Claxton
RoseAnn Melenhorst and Lorraine Walker
Maria Popowycz

3/4C
3/4D
3/4N

Jessica Connolly
Kelly Donald and Christina Paone
Annabelle Neal

5/6B
5/6G
5/6K

Donna Burke and Tania Ladson
Georgia Batt
Rebecca Kealy

Literacy Intervention
Numeracy Intervention
Tutor Program Support

Marija Diosi
Lyn Dennett
Joanna Liu

P.E
Chinese
Visual Arts
Performing Arts

Dean Andrew
TBC
Tania Ladson
Sioban Collett

Learning Support Officers

Anne Bunter
Giulia Caia
Danny Camp
Jenny Fenton
Sue Hatley-Smith
Kelli Jacobs
Stavroula Zikas

Administration

Lisa Gray

Bursar (Finance)

Kelli Jacobs

Community Liasion and ICT

Trixie Martin

Teaching and Learning
Student Testing Day

School Community

This week we returned to school and students began
getting to know their new classes, teachers and how
things will look in 2022. It truly was an amazing start on
Monday with 97% attendance to our testing day. These
sessions are vital for a number of reasons. Firstly, it offers
the opportunity to have time with their teacher before the
busyness of the first day. It is a chance to have a chat
about what things they like, maybe even those they don’t
as well as sharing all the fun that was had on the
holidays.

Another component is the chance for children to sit with their teachers and read aloud. This is a powerful
process as so much can be gained from listening to a child read. These insights will help form the learning
pathway for your child. The teachers will now use that information to curate a program tailored towards your
child’s needs and provide rich learning opportunities.
Student Leadership
We are extremely excited to announce our student leaders for 2022. We value leadership in all forms within
our school, with the mindset that all students can be leaders at different times each day. In saying this, we
do have Year 6 leaders who aim to be role models in our school, using their ideas and initiatives to find
ways to continually develop and improve our school, as well as being a friendly face on the school
playground. We congratulate our 2022 leaders and are truly looking forward to everyone they will offer this
year!

School Captains

Tech Angles

News Captains

SRC

Leo
Lily
Aran
Micha

Eli
Catalina
Yuvraj

Zara
Sarah

Sienna
Mejwok
Harris

Mini Vinnies/Faith Leaders

Sustainability

Trishanth
Andria
Mehar
Thomas

Hayden
Ronny
Ben
Lucas
Joseph
Afreda

Red House

Green House

Blue House

Yellow House

Nicholas
Aryan

Kwachi
Jordan

Leah
Zac

Selena
Hannah

Luke Farrelly
Teaching and Learning Leader

Our first days back!!!
School Community

Child Safety
Drop off and Pick Up
In the morning, there is a staff member on yard duty at 8:35am. On arrival, students are free to mingle with
their friends or stay with their parents or grandparents. The 15 minutes before school provides a wonderful
opportunity for students to socially connect with others.
At 8:45am the first bell rings and students make their way to the classroom.
If you wish to drop your child off before 8:30am, please use the Before School Care service provided
by Youth Leadership Victoria - we would hate for your child to arrive at school and no-one be here to
care for them.
Whilst there is usually someone here around 8:00am, it’s important to remember that staff are busy preparing
for the day ahead or involved in meetings. After school, a teacher is on duty until 3:30pm. After this time
students who are yet to be picked up will be taken to the office. We will attempt to ring their parents to make
sure everything is ok. If, for any reason, you are running late, just give the office a ring and let us know.
Crossing the road
It has come to our attention that there a few parents and children who are not using the supervised
pedestrian crossing to cross Bakers Road. We have witnessed children and parents crossing the road in
between cars, which has nearly ended in serious injury or fatality.
It is extremely important that ALL children and parents cross at the crossing to ensure everyone’s
safety.
Parking
It is still unfortunate to hear and see that parents/guardians/carers/grandparents
are not observing the parking outside our school, making it quite unsafe for all.
We have had a number of our neighbours complain that parents are parking and
blocking their driveways, which is not acceptable. It is important that parents
adhere and follow the road rules to ensure every one’s safety and harmony within
the community.
The 2 minute parking bays outside our school are clearly signed by the council
and need to be adhered to. It would be devastating if an accident or injury were
to occur to one of our community members because the law was not followed.
Important and timely reminders:






If waiting in the 2 minute bays for your child/ren to arrive, drivers cannot leave their car.
If waiting for a parking space in the 2 minute bays, please do not pull up along the outside of a car
already in these bays and call your child to the middle of the road to hop in the car. It would be safer
to drive around the block and wait for a parking space rather than cause an accident or injury.
Never park in the bus stops, driveways, or on the nature strips of our neighbours – this can restrict
the view of pedestrians and other road users. It’s also very disrespectful.
If you need to cross the road ALWAYS use the pedestrian crossing that is supervised. Walking that
extra few metres ensures that there is no injuries, or worse fatalities. Walking out from behind parked
cars is asking for trouble.

It is imperative that we stay calm and be patient. We are role models for our children on what is appropriate
behaviour on our roads, even though they are years off from being road users themselves. Thank you for
your support on this matter.

School Community
Icy Poles
This year icy poles will be on sale on TUESDAY and THURSDAYS. They are $1. If there is a
forecast for a hot day, we will send out a SKOOLBAG notification if we will be selling icy poles on
another day. Please watch out for this.
Hot Lunch Days
After the success of our sushi, pizza and sausage sizzle days, we look forward to offering these
again this year. Dates of these lunches will be provided shortly.

